
Mason Creek Middle School 

Start of 2020-2021 School Year 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Option 1: Traditional Face to Face 

 

1. Will students change classes and if so, how will they socially distance themselves while moving? 

 

Students will change classes within their team. Middle school students have multiple options of classes 

including Advanced, Accelerated, with Support, Pull-Out and/or Co-Taught. In addition to multiple 

options, students may or may not have all Advanced or all On-Level. Students have courses based on 

their individual strengths and weaknesses. For example, a student may have Advanced courses in Math 

and Science but have On-Level courses for Language Arts and Social Studies. 

 

Students will transition between their 4 academic teachers within their team. Teachers on each team will 

create a plan for hallway transitions, bathroom breaks, and lockers to ensure social distancing is 

maximized. For example, 6th Grade Team A changes classes and/or uses the bathrooms at different 

times than 6th Grade Team B. 

 

2. Will faculty be checking vitals of everyone that comes through the doors? 

 

No. Parents will be asked to take temperatures of their students at home. We do not want students 

traveling on buses or entering the building with temperatures and ask that parents prevent exposing 

other students and/or faculty by checking before they ever leave the house. 

 

3. Will everyone be required to wear a face mask? 

 

Students will be required to wear masks if they are traveling on the school bus (some exceptions may 

apply for special needs students). On campus, students are encouraged to wear masks but they are not 

required. School faculty and staff are required to wear face masks in hallways and other common 

spaces such as the cafeteria and media center. School faculty and staff are encouraged to wear masks in 

the classroom but are not required. 

 

4. How will the classrooms be set up? 

 

This will be determined by how many students choose Option 1. Once we have real numbers, we will be 

able to maximize social distancing by setting up desks in the classroom as appropriate. 

 

5. How many students will be in each classroom? 

 

We would like to limit class sizes to 10 to 15 students but cannot make this determination until we know 

how many students choose Option 1. 

 

6. How will breakfast and lunch be handled? 

 

Students will have touchless breakfast and lunch procedures. Students will socially distance in the 

cafeteria line, be handed their food and drink selection and then verbally tell the cashier their lunch 

number. Students will have the option to eat in the classroom or the cafeteria. Seats in the cafeteria will 

be limited to ensure social distancing so once the cafeteria reaches capacity, students will be asked to 

return to their classroom. 

  



7. When will we find out how our kids will be getting to school by bus and what will it look like? 

 

The transportation department gives parents and schools this information once it’s completed. At this 

time, we do not have specific route and times. The middle school start time has changed to begin school 

at 9:00 so we know that pick-up and drop-off will be around 30 minutes later than previous years. We 

do not know if pick-up locations have changed. 

 

We do know that transportation uses a product called Quat-Stat, which is a disinfectant and is widely 

used on a national level to clean and sanitize buses.  Buses are also being fogged using the same 

chemical. In addition to the buses being cleaned and sanitized, students are required to wear masks on 

the bus (some exceptions may apply for special needs students). 

 

8. What are the protocols if someone tests positive for COVID? 

 

Students and faculty members who have a temperature or who are sick should not report to school. An 

employee or student who tests positive for COIVD or is otherwise required to quarantine may not return 

to school until they are cleared by the district’s head nurse.  

 

Students or faculty members who become sick or are experiencing symptoms while at school will be 

moved to a designated isolation room. The lead nurse and assistant superintendent of student services 

are informed, along with the superintendent.  A footprint investigation is undertaken to identify potential 

people and areas of infection.  The assistant superintendent of operations is made aware and a 

bioremediation company is contracted immediately to eradicate the virus in the areas identified along 

with any additional potential areas of contamination. 

 

Quarantining specific classes, grade levels, and/or the entire school will be determined by the district 

and principal based on the footprint investigation. If the quarantining is warranted whether it is for 

specific students or the whole school, digitally learning will start immediately for students. 

 

9. What if we choose Option 1 now, but want to change to Option 2 later? 

 

After July 10th, MCMS will have an online form to request Option 2: School Based Digital Learning 

(SBDL). This online link will be available on our school website and our school Facebook page. 

Accurate numbers will allow the school to make detailed plans so as soon as the decision is made to 

change, we ask that parents complete the form as soon as possible. 

 

10. What kinds of training will the custodians, faculty, and staff go through pertaining to cleaning, 

social distancing, and other COIVD protocols? 

 

Appropriate and through training is essential for stopping the spread of COVID. Custodians will attend 

a specific training on how to keep our schools clean through our contracted cleaning company, 

American Facility Services. Our cleaning staff is also frequently trained to recognize the symptoms of 

COVID, along with other potential contaminants. 

 

Our MCMS faculty and staff will also undergo a through training on the CDC guidelines for stopping 

the spread of COVID. This training will include what social distancing looks like in our classrooms, 

hallways, cafeteria, and restrooms. We will also train our faculty and staff what to do if symptoms are 

present in themselves or with a student. 

  



11. Will my child be shamed if they do or do not wear a mask? Will my child feel shamed for coming 

to school versus choosing digital? 

 

Absolutely not! Our faculty and staff are here to help students feel supported and while they may have 

differing personal views on face masks, we are not requiring students to wear them or not wear them. 

That decision is the parents’ decision. 

 

Many of our faculty and staff members have personal children that will be attending face to face school. 

We support our parents’ decision and know that our parents are making difficult decisions on what is 

best for their family. MCMS is here to partner with parents to ensure that students are safe while still 

receiving the best education at the best middle school! 

 

12. How can parents help? 

 

We ask that parents remain flexible with us. Information is ever-changing and we are working as fast as 

we can to ensure we continue to offer our students the best education while making sure our students are 

safe. We also ask that parents make sure they are following social distancing and recommended CDC 

guidelines with their families while students are not at school. 

 

In addition, we ask that parents be prepared to send students to school with their own school supplies 

(i.e. pencils, paper, binders, etc.), facial coverings, and hand sanitizer. The school will purchase 

additional hand sanitizer for every classroom and ensure we always have soap in our bathrooms, but 

the more the merrier  

 

Option 2: School Based Digital Learning (SBDL) 

 

1. What is digital learning going to look like? 

 

For most students digital learning will begin at 9:00 and end at 4:10. Some exceptions would occur for 

students with special needs and those decisions will be made in an Individualized Education Program 

(IEP) Meeting. SBDL students will receive a schedule of classes just as our face to face students. The 

difference is their classes will say “ONLINE” with a google classroom code provided. For example, a 

6th grade student will have 1st period ONLINE Math from 9:00-10:15 and 2nd period ONLINE Science 

from 10:19-11:29 and so on. Breaks will be built in for students to use the restroom and eat lunch. We 

will also work to incorporate non-academic social interaction times for our SBDL students during their 

connections time. 

 

2. How will SBDL students get help if they need it? 

 

SBDL students will have access to digital tutoring offered by teachers before school hours, after school 

hours, or whenever it works within their teachers’ schedule.  

 

3. What resources will they need at home and will any of those be provided by the school? 

 

All students will have access to check out a Chromebook for use at home. Other resources like textbooks 

or media center books may be checked out by the school when needed. The school will also provide all 

students with an agenda calendar to assist with organization. 

 

4. If SBDL is phased out, will students be able to change to the FLEX Academy? 

 

SBDL will not be phased out as long as there are COIVD concerns. The Flex Academy has limited seats 

so an application would only be accepted if there was space. 



5. What happens for students who are not enrolled/registered for school yet before July 10th but 

want SBDL? 

 

After July 10th, MCMS will have an online form to request Option 2: School Based Digital Learning 

(SBDL). This online link will be available on our school website and our school Facebook page. 

 

6. Did teachers have to go through training to teach digitally? 

 

Several opportunities were offered during the summer break, but all teachers will be trained during pre-

planning. 

 

7. What connection classes are offered to SBDL students? 

 

MCMS offers several Nine Week connection classes like PE, Art, and Engineering. In addition, we offer 

full year classes like Band, Chorus, French, and Spanish. The Nine Week classes will depend on how 

many students we are serving in Option 1 as we must ensure class sizes stay small. However, SBDL 

students who are registered for a full year class, will receive those on their schedule. If space allows, 

SBDL students will be given Nine Week connection classes as well. If these classes are not available, we 

will look to plan other social interactions for students during this time period. 

 

8. Will they have dedicated teachers who just focus on digital or will they be teaching both in person 

and digital students at the same time? 

 

MCMS believes it is in the best interest of our teachers and students to have dedicated virtual classes 

and dedicated face to face classes. This will allow our teachers to focus on the students that they are 

serving during that class period. Once we know how many students are choosing which option, we will 

create the appropriate amount of classes based on how many digital classes we need. 

 

9. Will Zoom be utilized? 

 

We will be using all Google technology moving forward. While there are many advantages of Zoom, the 

district will be providing specific Google training and certifications to our teachers during pre-planning 

to maximize all that Google has to offer our teachers and students. 

 

10. What extra-curricular activities will be offered in the Fall? 

 

At this time, MCMS will have Cheer, Football, and Softball. Numerous clubs will also begin meeting in 

the Fall, but clubs are offered based on student interest. We post a list of clubs on our website for 

students and parents to review. 

 


